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IRCI conducted a questionnaire survey regarding its activities in the past 10 years 
from 21 July to 23 August 2021.
IRCI invited a wide range of domestic and international experts who have collab-
orated with IRCI, including researchers, UNESCO officers, and government offi-
cials. We received 150 responses from 50 countries, and among which, 125 
provided valid responses.

Survey period
21 July–23 August 2021

Responses
150 individuals responded
125 submitted valid responses

Countries
50 countries across the world

Distribution of questionnaire
The questionnaire was developed using an on-line questionnaire platform ‘Survey Monkey’ 
and distributed via e-mails, and on IRCI website.
Answers to the question “How did you find this questionnaire?”:
 E-mail sent from IRCI  83%
 IRCI’s website   1%
 Notification by cooperative institutions  16%

OVERVIEW
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137 respondents

137 respondents
Multiple answers accepted

Respondents’ Attribution

Europe and 
North America

9%

Arab states
4%

Africa
2%

La�n America and 
Caribbean

3%

Asia Pacific
82%

By Region

By Organisation

Other

Non-Governmental Organisa�ons

Cultural Ins�tu�ons/
Community Learning Centres (incl. libraries)

Museums

Educa�onal Ins�tu�ons 
(elementary/secondary/high school)

Universi�es/Research Ins�tu�ons

Cultural Administra�ons

Cultural Policy Planning
Sector (e.g. poli�cians)

Organisa�ons rela�ng to
the safeguarding of ICH

Non-governmental
UNESCO-related associa�on

UNESCO Na�onal Commissions

C2 Centres

UNESCO 5.84％

2.92％

8.03％

6.57％

15.33％

15.33％

35.77％

5.84％

1.46％

4.38％

14.60％

10.95％

10.95％
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What aspect of IRCI’s activities do you think is most important?

Research projects
53%

Interna�onal 
mee�ngs/workshops

28%

Dissemina�on of 
informa�on

12%

Publica�ons
4%

Organisa�onal 
management

3%

110 respondents

Themes
55%

Quality
29%

Quan�ty
10%

Other
6%

Quality
69%

Frequency
15%

Quan�ty
8%

Other
8%

Themes
80%

Quan�ty
20%

Themes/focuses of 
the research projects

58%

Quality
35%

Quan�ty
7%

Reason for selecting “Research projects”

Reason for selecting 
“Dissemination of information”

Reason for selecting 
“International meetings/workshops”

Reason for selecting “Publications”



PROGRESS AND CHALLENGES IN THE RESEARCH FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
—TOWARDS A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE—

126

Rating of IRCI’s contribution to the safeguarding of ICH in the Asia-
Pacific region

What kind of activities do you expect IRCI to do in the future, to 
contribute to the safeguarding of ICH?

High
25%

Slightly high
54%

Neutral
18%

Slightly low
2%

Low
1%

125 respondents

Other

Coopera�on with other C2 Centres

Organising workshops/seminars
on the role of research

Fostering of young researchers

Technical assistance to developing countries

Assistance, from the perspec�ve of research,  for the
implementa�on of safeguarding measures

Research on the safeguarding of endangered ICH 64％

53％

52％

50％

47％

30％

4％

125 respondents 
Multiple answers accepted
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What kind of activities other than research do you think IRCI 
should emphasise in the future?

117 respondents
Multiple answers accepted

74％

Others

Informa�on dissemina�on
by SNS

Enhancing usability of
research database

Ac�vi�es for the public to
raise awareness regarding ICH

56％

32％

9％

Other opinions: 

• Benchmarking of safeguarding protection of intangible heritage with other 
Asian countries.

• Establishing a group of researchers who are well trained and talented to facili-
tate any challenge will face the people who are working on this field

• Community companion to learn to research local cultural values to be applied 
and utilized in everyday life

• Training of community representatives in the documentation of their ICH. 
• Assisting countries in SE Asia in drawing up inventories, and nomination files
• Enhancing ICH education at the university level, or incorporating ICH in univer-

sity courses.
• Support ICH  bearers  in implementation of international projects
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What do you think are the themes/topics that IRCI should address 
in the future research activities?
 Open-ended question; 71 valid responses

Major themes/topics mentioned by respondents are as follows:
5 or more mentions:
 Safeguarding endangered ICH  
 Climate change adaptation
 Disaster risk management
3-4 mentions: 
 Health risk and epidemics (Covid-19)
 Digital technologies
 Indigenous/local/traditional knowledge 
 Shared heritage/ICH, or joint nomination 
 Training programmes  
 Community participation
2 mentions:   
  SDGs; Education; Gender; ICH in Japan; Good safeguarding practice; Intellectual 

properties; transmission of ICH; Tourism; Food (technology and security)

Word Cloud image of future research topics
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How would you evaluate the progress of IRCI’s activities over the 
past 10 years (as summarized in IRCI Brochure 2021, pp.20-25)

 Open-ended question; 60 valid responses

Most responses commend IRCI’s initiatives and achievements. Some comments 
noted the gradual development or improvement of IRCI in its research and public 
relations. Further expectations, encouragements, or challenges expressed in 
responses include the followings.

• Needs more research work focusing on communities
• it is necessary for wider audience, including visionary local leaders and 

their communities to learn (about the work results)
• Collected data and materials are consistent and valuable source of infor-

mation and inspiration for future research on ICH
• Work more with museums and more countries in Southeast Asia, espe-

cially among marginalized communities
• Impressive yet conservative in reaching to global needs
• Disseminate its work all over the world
• Hoping great efforts will be followed up to have the sustainability for 

these works
• Wider information dissemination among academic communities/ICH 

researchers should be complemented with raising awareness of the local 
communities about the crucial importance of ICH safeguarding

• Publish these tangible results to the wider community, especially 
students

• There are satisfactory effects of its research and education that are not 
reflected on indicators

• knowledge transfer from research to enhance safeguarding practices is 
not obvious

• After 10 years, I expect IRCI to become a full-fledged research organiza-
tion

• Under the difficult situation affected by COVID19, expectations are raised 
for IRCI’s research database that has been accumulated over the years




