Keynote Speech “Intangible Cultural Heritage and Local Communities”

Abstract

It has been 16 years since the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage was adopted at the 32nd session of the UNESCO General
Conference. While inclusion in the “Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity” has become a social phenomenon, there is no question that
the resultant increased level of interest in intangible cultural heritage has
encouraged the rediscovery of knowledge, techniques, festivals from local
communities, thereby fostering community pride amongst local residents. When
people feel pride in themselves and their culture, they are empowered to confront
the various issues and challenges facing them. This lecture will survey movements
around the world related to intangible cultural heritage and consider the role that
creative succession of tangible and intangible heritage plays in achieving a
sustainable society.
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