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Safeguarding the epic heritage, namely Manas.Semetey.Seytek trilogy (Kyrgyzstan)

The presentation will cover the entire process of safeguarding
the epic trilogy Manas.SemeteiSeytek from the very first
initiative of the Aigine CRC in building a network of epic chant-
ers—manaschy, launching a school for novice bards, and
working with them to prepare and produce the first digital
version of the contemporary epic recitation. The presentation
will focus on the results of this collaboration in inscription of the
element into the RL and all further activities and initiatives that
have been evolving around the epic heritage. The main focus of
the presentation is on conveying a successful model of collabora-
tion between the NGO sector, community and the state party
and the results it can lead to. The presentation will also cover
unexpected consequences from the process of safeguarding the
epic heritage—politicization of the ICH, i.e. using the epic for
political purposes.

The Schools of Living Traditions (The Philippines)

The Schools of Living Traditions (SLT) are community-based non-formal centers of learning
wherein cultural masters transmit their traditional knowledge and skills to selected students
within the same community. This was conceptualized and initiated in 1995 to integrate
traditional culture and its various creative expressions into the national cultural mainstream
through the transfer of indigenous, folk, and traditional practices, skills, crafts, and knowledge
by recognized cultural masters in the community to the younger generations of a community.
To ensure the sustainability of the program, a five-year enhanced scheme was developed in
2015 that consists of traditional knowledge and skills transfer during the first three years,
including product development and marketing during the fourth and fifth year, respectively.
To date, a total of 29 SLTs are being implemented in various locations in the country. On
December 16, 2021, the SLT was recognized as a programme, project, or activity that “best
reflects the principles and objectives of the Convention” and was therefore inscribed in the
UNESCO Register of Good Safeguarding Practices.

Success story of promoting traditional foods and safeguarding traditional foodways in Kenya

In Kenya, traditional foodways were under threat due to historical factors and the pressure of
modern lifestyles. Understanding that a decline in food diversity and knowledge would have
serious ramifications on health and on food and nutrition insecurity, in 2007 Kenya committed
to safeguarding related practices and expressions. The first initiative involved inventorying
traditional foods, with a focus on traditional vegetables. About 850 indigenous plants with
local names were recorded, followed by detailed documentation of use and related indigenous
knowledge and practices. For the second initiative, UNESCO in partnership with the Depart-
ment of Culture and the International and National Museums of Kenya, and in consultation
with community leaders, initiated a pilot project to identify and inventory traditional foodways
in partnership with primary school children to raise awareness about the threat to traditional
foodways. Both initiatives have since led to other related activities carried out independently
by local institutions and among other communities in Kenya, Ethiopia and Burkina Faso.

Join the Forum Facebook group!

The 'Asia-Pacific Research Forum for ICH Safeguarding’ Facebook group is created and managed by IRCI to serve as a common platform
for exchanging information related to research for safeguarding ICH in the Asia-Pacific region.

*The Forum has been established under IRCl's project ‘Creation of the Asia-Pacific Regional Hub of Research for the Safeguarding of ICH’ (FY 2022-2026),
financially supported by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, Japan.






